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Federal Election Commission § 100.155 

the aggregate of such costs does not ex-
ceed 20 percent of the expenditure limi-
tation applicable to the candidate. 
These costs shall, however, be reported 
as disbursements pursuant to 11 CFR 
part 104. 

(b) Definition of in connection with the 
solicitation of contributions. For a can-
didate who has been certified to receive 
general election public financing under 
26 U.S.C. 9004 and who is soliciting con-
tributions in accordance with 26 U.S.C. 
9003(b)(2) or 9003(c)(2), in connection 
with the solicitation of contributions 
means any cost reasonably related to 
fundraising activity, including the 
costs of printing and postage, the pro-
duction of and space or air time for, ad-
vertisements used for fundraising, and 
the costs of meals, beverages, and 
other costs associated with a fund-
raising reception or dinner. 

(c) Limitation on costs that may be ex-
empted. For a candidate who has been 
certified to receive Presidential Pri-
mary Matching Fund Payments, the 
costs that may be exempted as fund-
raising expenses under this section 
shall not exceed 20% of the overall ex-
penditure limitation under 11 CFR 
9035.1, and shall equal the total of: 

(1) All amounts excluded from the 
state expenditure limitations for ex-
empt fundraising activities under 11 
CFR 110.8(c)(2), plus 

(2) An amount of costs that would 
otherwise be chargeable to the overall 
expenditure limitation but that are not 
chargeable to any state expenditure 
limitation, such as salary and travel 
expenses. See 11 CFR 106.2. 

§ 100.153 Routine living expenses. 
Payments by a candidate from his or 

her personal funds, as defined at 11 
CFR 100.33, for the candidate’s routine 
living expenses that would have been 
incurred without candidacy, including 
the cost of food and residence, are not 
expenditures. Payments for such ex-
penses by a member of the candidate’s 
family as defined in 11 CFR 113.1(g)(7), 
are not expenditures if the payments 
are made from an account jointly held 
with the candidate, or if the expenses 
were paid by the family member before 
the candidate became a candidate. 

[67 FR 50585, Aug. 5, 2002, as amended at 73 
FR 79601, Dec. 30, 2008] 

§ 100.154 Candidate debates. 

Funds used to defray costs incurred 
in staging candidate debates in accord-
ance with the provisions of 11 CFR 
110.13 and 114.4(f) are not expenditures. 

§ 100.155 Uncompensated Internet ac-
tivity by individuals that is not an 
expenditure. 

(a) When an individual or a group of 
individuals, acting independently or in 
coordination with any candidate, au-
thorized committee, or political party 
committee, engages in Internet activi-
ties for the purpose of influencing a 
Federal election, neither of the fol-
lowing is an expenditure by that indi-
vidual or group of individuals: 

(1) The individual’s uncompensated 
personal services related to such Inter-
net activities; 

(2) The individual’s use of equipment 
or services for uncompensated Internet 
activities, regardless of who owns the 
equipment and services. 

(b) Internet activities. For the pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘Inter-
net activities’’ includes, but is not lim-
ited to: Sending or forwarding elec-
tronic messages; providing a hyperlink 
or other direct access to another per-
son’s website; blogging; creating main-
taining or hosting a website; paying a 
nominal fee for the use of another per-
son’s website; and any other form of 
communication distributed over the 
Internet. 

(c) Equipment and services. For the 
purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘equipment and services’’ includes, but 
is not limited to: Computers, software, 
Internet domain names, Internet Serv-
ice Providers (ISP), and any other 
technology that is used to provide ac-
cess to or use of the Internet. 

(d) Paragraph (a) of this section also 
applies to any corporation that is 
wholly owned by one or more individ-
uals, that engages primarily in Inter-
net activities, and that does not derive 
a substantial portion of its revenues 
from sources other than income from 
its Internet activities. 

(e) This section does not exempt from 
the definition of expenditure: 

(1) Any payment for a public commu-
nication (as defined in 11 CFR 100.26) 
other than a nominal fee; 
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